

Adopted 2/13/18


Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Morgan, Dennis, Hazouri, Newby, R. Brown Becton and R. Gaffney:

RESOLUTION 2018-61-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING SOLLIE MITCHELL FOR HIS LIFELONG COMMITMENTS TO COUNTRY AND COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Sollie Mitchell’s life embodies attributes of outstanding citizenship; throughout his life, he has been dedicated to country and community; his contributions and initiatives to promote good will and to help others have been considerable; and
WHEREAS,
Sollie Mitchell was born in Ocilla, Georgia and moved to Jacksonville in 1931; in June, he will celebrate his 100th birthday; and

WHEREAS,
graduating from the LaVilla Grammar School in 1931 and Stanton High School in 1940, he was class president at both schools; he later earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Florida Memorial College (now known as Florida Memorial University); and
WHEREAS,
at the end of his freshman year at Florida Memorial College, Mr. Mitchell was drafted into the United States Army and served his country for four years during World War II; and

WHEREAS,
upon his discharge from the Army, Mr. Mitchell embarked on a 35-year career in the railroad industry; he began as a Pullman car porter, worked as a chair car attendant and served as secretary of the Jacksonville Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.   CSX employed Mr. Mitchell in its operations and accounting departments until he retired from CSX in 1981; and
WHEREAS,
Sollie Mitchell has dedicated his life to helping others; he generously contributes funds for scholarships at his Alma Mater, Florida Memorial University, to Edward Waters College, Bethune-Cookman University and numerous other  charitable causes; for years, he has sent funds and material goods for the health, welfare, and education of children in the village of Ero, in Nigeria; since 1951, Mr. Mitchell has been a member of Historic Mt. Zion AME Church, where he sang in the choirs and his late wife of 62 years, Mary Barnett Mitchell, was choir director; he has been a trustee of the church for over 35 years; and

WHEREAS,
Sollie Mitchell has demonstrated an abiding commitment to civic service; he has been recognized by numerous community service organizations that include: as a life member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, as a life member and 2008 Man of the Year Award from Northside Business Leaders, Inc., as a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. since 1956, service on the Advisory Board as treasurer of the Eighth Street Detention Center, served as Director of the Scottish Rites Masons; he is an honoree of the Brotherhood of Black Railroad Historical society; in 2017 alone, Sollie Mitchell was presented with the Eartha White Service Award and the local, state and national A. Philip Randolph Institute Award for Service; and
WHEREAS,
Sollie Mitchell’s life has been replete with exemplary service to community and country; he has amassed numerous plaudits to mark milestones and achievements; at this juncture in his life, it behooves us to honor and commend him for his service, generosity and significant accomplishments; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Sollie Mitchell for his lifelong commitment to the community and our country and extends our good wishes for continued good health and Godspeed in the days ahead.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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